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Introduction  
 

It is a fundamental belief of human rights activism that more rights confer more freedom and 

are inherently transformational and progressive, which draws on the prevailing liberal belief 

that human beings are autonomous agents with the ability to choose their own goals and work 

to create the conditions that will allow them to do so without interference from or submission 

to the desires of others.1 As part of this comprehension, freedom is only to be honoured to the 

extent that it does not infringe upon the freedom of others. According to classical jurists, this 

liberty includes the right to private property and the fruits of one’s labour.2 It entails a quest 

for what is a “good” life’3 - a specific mode of existence based on a specific self-concept that 

is crucial to the liberal worldview of prosperity and contentment of the person. 

Torture in Jordan 
 

The story of the Torture of Jordan explains the system’s cruelty, which forced and tortured 

the arrested persons to make confessions. Two years after calling for measures to end torture, 

King Abdullah is still pervasive in Jordan’s jail system, described by Sarah Leah Whitson, 

Middle East director for Human Rights Watch.4 The methods for stopping torture by holding 

those who commit it accountable are simply ineffective. The most typical types of torture 

include beatings with cables and sticks and hanging vulnerable prisoners by their wrists from 

metal grates for extended periods. Prisoners are also tortured by guards who believe they 
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have broken jail regulations. Human Rights Watch discovered proof that Islamists who were 

occasionally charged with or found guilty of crimes against national security (Tanzimat) were 

punished collectively.5 

According to prison officials, beatings and other mistreatment are rare occurrences.6 A 

reform initiative started in 2006 is improving prison conditions and increasing accountability 

for mistreatment.7 According to Human Rights Watch’s research, although the reform 

programme may progress in the critical areas concentrated in health care, overcrowding, 

visiting, and recreational facilities, physical abuse is routinely tolerated.8 

After reviewing Jordan’s human rights,9 the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) endorsed the 

country’s result report on March 14th, 2019. Shortly after receiving 226 suggestions from 

other UN Member States at its Universal Periodic Review (UPR) on November 8th, 2018, 

Jordan reported that it had accepted 131 of these proposals and “noted” 74 others. Before the 

40th session of the HRC, which began on February 25th, Jordan submitted an evaluation in 

which it accepted 16 of the remaining 21 suggestions and noted 5.10 However, the MENA 

Rights Group is worried that Jordan’s assessment is overly optimistic about the public human 

rights in the country, especially about torture, free speech, counter-terrorism efforts, 
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indefinite detainment, and the concept of non. Regardless of evidence to the contrary, Jordan 

reacted to several recommendations on these topics by claiming that the country’s laws and 

procedures already met international standards. Therefore, MENA Rights Group is concerned 

that the Government’s lack of political will to address serious human rights concerns is 

reflected in the answers communicated to the Human Rights Council, which will hinder the 

country’s ability to follow through on the commitments made during its most recent UPR.11 

To better define torture crime in conformity with the UN Convention against Torture criteria, 

Jordan accepted the suggestions offered by Chile and Mexico (UNCAT). However, Jordan 

responded to calls for it to change its Penal Code to torture a capital offence by noting that 

the Code had already been changed in 2018 as part of the criminal justice reform. The last 

sentence for torment was raised from three months to one year as part of this revision. Since 

this punishment is more in line with a misdemeanour, and because the torturing of another 

human being is a crime that is subject to statutes of limitation, it is not proportional to the 

severity of the offence. A lack of an independent complaint structure for receiving and 

dealing with alleged torture or ill-treatment incidents and a low number of investigations and 

prosecutions about such cases make this deficit more problematic. Moreover, police and 

military courts continue to handle torture cases, despite their proceedings being neither 

impartial nor transparent. 

The Kingdom of Jordan has signed seven fundamental international human rights accords. 

Regarding human rights treaties, Jordan has not adopted any individual complaint 

mechanism. Despite adopting the CAT's investigation method (article 20), which calls for 

creating a National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture, it has not approved the 
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Optional Protocol to the CAT (NPM).12 In their separate messages to Jordan, independent 

experts from the Special Procedures mainly address the issues of preventing arbitrary 

imprisonment and removing limits on freedom of expression. Besides the Covenant on 

Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, which has been waiting for a report since 2003, 

Jordan has completed three rounds of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). It is regularly 

written to the independent expert committees (Treaty Bodies) that manage the execution of 

the human rights treaties at the national level. Some requests for visits are still waiting, 

although Jordan has already welcomed several independent experts on country visits. 

Although Jordan maintained that it was already by international norms, it accepted a 

suggestion from Belgium to change the Anti-Terrorism Law to make it conform to the 

ICCPR, which is untrue; in 2014, modifications were presented to the Anti-Terrorism Law of 

2006 that expanded the definition of terrorism, making it possible for authorities to imprison 

and prosecute people for exercising their rights to free speech and peaceful assembly. 

Concern was voiced by the UN Human Rights Committee in its most recent finishing 

remarks on this overly broad definition of terrorism.13 

The grievance and judicial procedures responsible for adjudicating charges of torture are not 

independent of the Government, allowing these acts of torture to go mostly unpunished. For 

instance, most judges on the Police Court are selected by the Director of the Public Security 

Directorate (PSD), which includes the police, jail, and border services and is subordinate to 

the Ministry of the Interior. It is also unclear which court in Jordan would have jurisdiction 

over GID members due to the country’s convoluted and murky judicial system. So yet, no 
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police officer or member of the GID has been convicted of acts of torment under article 208 

of the Penal Code, and no GID member has been tried and sentenced for such charges. 

Not all of Alkarama’s worries about torture in Jordan are addressed here. The concerns 

mentioned here must be addressed to abolish torture once and for all in the country. To put an 

end to torture once and for all, as the Government stated it would when it ratified the UN 

Convention against Torture (UNCAT) in 1991, the Government needs to do several things, 

including, but not limited to:  

 Prohibit the use of confessions acquired through torture and reassess any convictions 

that were achieved on such evidence;  

 Rewrite the Anti-Terrorism Act and do away with the State Security Court; 

 Guarantee victims are held accountable and compensated; 

 Give the General Prosecutor full authority over all State security services, including 

the General Intelligence Directorate. 

Torture should be outlawed, and the rule of law should be upheld nationally, so these issues 

must be resolved. Mashreq Legal Officer for Alkarama, Inès Osman, stresses that "national 

security" concerns cannot be used to justify torturing or otherwise demeaning anybody who 

peacefully expresses their beliefs. During the dialogue between the Committee against 

Torture (CAT) and representatives of the State Party, Alkarama expects its issues will be 

handled positively. That is a big step toward ending torture and other human rights abuses.14 

Ten impartial experts make up the Committee against Torture, which is responsible for 

implementing the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (CAT). The Committee against Torture's investigations and 
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prosecutions aim to ensure that the international community never condones torture. The 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

or Other Forms of Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment or Other Forms of 

Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment or Other Forms of Punishment 

Treatment or The webinar addressed the critical need to create a safe and welcoming civic 

space for torture victims to seek justice, reparation, and reintegration in a world where 

thousands of people are tortured daily. The UN Human Rights Office and the American 

University, Washington College of Law’s Centre for Human Rights & Humanitarian Law 

collaborated to host the panel. According to UN Assistant Secretary-General for Human 

Rights Ilze Brands Kehris, the Fund was established in 1981 and is the first of its kind at 

the UN.15 It funds hundreds of civil society organisations worldwide to help torture 

victims seek justice. 

According to Jordan’s second periodic report (CAT/C/JOR/2)16, the country’s Government 

has recently taken concrete steps toward implementing the Convention in practice. These 

include the 2003 establishment of the National Centre for Human Rights, which performs 

various functions, including fielding citizen complaints. The Center has given multiple 

reports to the Government with recommendations for improving the conditions for inmates. It 

has even established a specialised unit to handle reform and rehabilitation centres in Jordan. 

In response to these suggestions, the Government developed a comprehensive strategy to 

enhance the quality of life and health of those incarcerated in reform and rehabilitation 

facilities. This included the construction of new facilities and the introduction of more 
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humane and therapeutic practices. Some reform and rehabilitation centres have set up trade 

workshops and arranged agricultural and occupational activities to help inmates maintain 

their sense of self-worth while reintegrating into society after serving their sentences. In 

addition to medical and therapeutic services, reform and rehabilitation centres sometimes 

include recreational, sporting, and educational amenities like gyms and libraries. As a legal 

guarantee offered at all stages of proceedings, inmates are provided with legal help, and 

lawyers’ rooms are made available in all reform and rehabilitation centres. 

The Prosecutor-General, his deputies, court presidents, and public prosecutors in Jordan have 

access to all reform and rehabilitation centres in the country. These people check in to 

monitor that inmates’ rights are being respected and that incarceration regulations are being 

adhered to by listening to complaints, remarks, and performance evaluations and acting as 

necessary. The National Centre for Human Rights, other human rights groups, political 

parties and associations, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and all other 

civil society organisations are free to in to visit reform and rehabilitation facilities and meet 

with convicts independently people in charge of these facilities listen to suggestions, examine 

valid criticism, and reward positive feedback. As an added service, they set up suitable 

procedures for these groups and provide them with the necessary amenities.17 

Physical punishment had been outlawed and would welcome data on how this was 

accomplished and the applicable laws and regulations. There were several common themes in 

the reports provided by non-governmental organisations and others to the Committee. 

According to several accounts, torture in Jordan was not viewed as a significant crime but 

rather as a minor one and did not carry the severe punishments it warranted. In addition, there 

were complaints of a paucity of convictions for charges of torture. Another cause for worry 
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was the extensive use of administrative detention, which involved around 20,000 persons for 

a year. While Jordan’s estimate said that the number had been cut to 16,000, and other non-

governmental groups spoke of 12,000, this was still a significant right to a medical exam, 

access to a lawyer, the ability to contact a member of one’s family, and the right to know the 

reason for the imprisonment or the accusations against the detainee were among the most 

often asked questions. Concerns have been raised repeatedly by families of political prisoners 

and detainees, the Liberties Committee, and the Arab Organization for Human Rights in 

Jordan (AOHR-J) over the living conditions and treatment of political prisoners and 

detainees. Prison authorities in Swaqa told the NCHR that the inmates there did not want to 

meet with them, despite their efforts to arrange a visit. Therefore, the NCHR could not learn 

how current inmates are being treated. The ICRC allegedly visited the detainees and has let 

the matter to the attention of the Public Security Directorate. According to reports, the 

Director of the PSD visited Swaqa prison on June 23rd in response to the persistent 

complaints of their families and members of civil society organisations.18 

There are some highly encouraging trends in defining and protecting economic and social 

rights on a global scale. Nonetheless, it is necessary to highlight the difficulties that lie ahead, 

not to criticise the efforts that have already been undertaken but to highlight the strategic 

options available to human rights groups. For the last few decades, advocates for human 

rights have mainly used the legalisation path to push for the real-world application of moral 

or philosophical objectives. However, the human rights community's fixation on legal 

measures might undermine non-conventional approaches. The legalisation process is neither 

the only nor the most intuitive way to learn about or engage in politics about human rights. 

Legalisation has been met with scepticism from certain scholars and activists for human 
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rights who worry that the added formality would discourage participation from marginalised 

groups and hinder them from enacting more progressive social policies. 

Even within the economic and social rights movement, some legal obstacles are neglected or 

minimised while others are well recognised and aggressively tackled by activists. What 

follows has looked at five interconnected difficulties unique to defending people’s economic 

and social rights. The main idea of this essay is to analyse the UN human rights mechanisms 

UPR and ICCPR on torture. Some questions need answers for the victims. Why did the 

mechanism not work for the UPR and ICCPR, these bodies have tried to analyse the situation 

and give their reports to execute, but still, the prisoners were detained and tortured to confess.  

Some suggestions and recommendations were made to prosecute any government employee 

who commits, orders, instigates, consents to, or acquiesces to torture or other ill-treatment. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on torture has advocated for the prohibition of incommunicado 

detention and the rapid presentation of all detainees to an impartial judicial authority upon 

arrest. The committee has suggested that Inmates be allowed timely visits from loved ones, 

attorneys, and medical professionals. 

Conclusion 
 

An impartial organisation should immediately investigate allegations of torture or other ill-

treatment, and the findings should be made public. Tortured individuals should not be able to 

use statements or so-called confessions gained via the legal system. By international 

standards, the state must ensure that anybody suspected of torturing or mistreating another 

person is brought to justice.19 For example, it should make it crystal clear that torture and 

other ill-treatment are criminal acts and that they are obligated to disobey any order to torture 
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as part of a training programme for all officials involved in the custody, interrogation, or 

treatment of prisoners by international requirements of humane treatment and their 

implementation.20 The state should stop the death penalty until it is abolished entirely. 

Guarantee financial compensation for victims and their families, as well as the provision of 

appropriate medical care and rehabilitation services; Make sure, with a careful eye on the 

GID, that prison camp oversight is handled correctly by authorities who are not in charge of 

the detention centers themselves, and that detention and questioning are kept separate. 
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